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Karnataka is a state located in southwest India neighboring
Kerala and Tamil Nadu to the South, Andhra Pradesh to the
East, Maharashtra to the North and the beach paradise Goa
to the West. It ranges from the middle of the Deccau Plateau
to the west coast, covering 5.83% of the total geographical
area of India. There are pleasantly cool highlands in Karna-
taka, such as Bangalore and Mysore where people come to
spend the summer.

Karnataka was known as the Kingdom of Mysore ruled by
the Wodeyar family at a certain era of history. It became the
Princely State of Mysore under control of the British Raj, in
1799, after the Anglo-Mysore Wars, which were fought over
the last three decades of the 1B8th century. The Mysore kings
were so eminent as to firmly establish modern and urban-
ized administrative policies and educational systems, thus
building up the fundamentals of Karnataka. After India
gained independence, the Princely state of Mysore became
a state of Mysore whose boundaries were modified by the
States Reorganizations Act of 1956, a major reform of the
boundaries of India's states along linguistic lines. In 1973,
the state was renamed to Karnatalka.

Starting from Bangalore, the capital of Karnataka is the best
way to travel around as it has a good transportation net-
work., Riding the bumpy roads further north, the scenery
gets hilly, forts and small villages grow out of the landscape.
Chitradurga Fort, located on the surface of rocky hills, is a
must-see in this administrative district. Moving up a north,
there are the only two UNESCO Sites in Karnataka. Group of
UMESCO Monuments at Hampi in Bellary district and Group

of Monuments in Pattadakal in Bagalkot district are situated
comfortably one day drive from each other. Once in Pattada-
lcal, the cradle of ancient Hindu temple architecture in Aihole
and a “monkey paradise” around Badami caves are definitely
waorth the visit. The superb view from the stone-cave tem-
ples never stops fascinating people.

The drive way up west of Karnataka is splendidly scenic. Go-
lkarmais a beach village in Uttra Kannada district, where itis
onthe corner of Northwest Karnataka.

Passing by a huge statue of god Shiva on the way down to
Mangalore, a principal port city located in the southwestern
tip of Karnatalka, Dharmasthala shows up with its sacred as-
pects in Dakshina district. It is well-known as a temple vil-
lage where many devotees gather up from different districts.

Beyond green mountains with the wonderful natural view of
ravines, the river Kaveri flows generally south and east. In
the east of Kedagu district, a town - Bylakuppe - functions as
a Tibetan refugee settlement. Belur and Halebeedu are one
of the major tourist destinations in Karnataka on the out-
skirts of the Hassan district.

On the Mangalore-Bangalore National Highway 4B, where
the state highway leading to Mysore intersects, there is a
famous Jain pilgrimage center, Shravanabelagola. Before
reaching Bangalore, it is highly recommended to visit the
most fam ous places of natural beauty and historic interest in
Mysore. The trip is overin this old city where the prosperity
of Karnataka took its origin.
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